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Coming Soon to Our
Collection

The Long Weekend by Gilly MacMillan
Mar. 29th

In this pulse-pounding thriller from the New York Times bestselling author of The Nanny, a group
of women travel to the most remote place in England for a weekend escape, only to discover a
startling note that one of their husbands will be killed before they return home—perfect for fans
of Ruth Ware and Lucy Foley.

The Diamond Eye by Kate Quinn
Mar. 29th

The New York Times bestselling author of The Rose Code returns with an unforgettable World War
II tale of a quiet librarian who becomes history's deadliest female sniper. Based on a true story, The
Diamond Eye is a haunting novel of heroism born of desperation, of a mother who became a
soldier, of a woman who found her place in the world and changed the course of history forever.

The Bald Eagle by Jack E. Davis
Mar. 1s

Filled with spectacular stories of Founding Fathers, rapacious hunters, heroic bird rescuers, and
the lives of bald eagles themselves—monogamous creatures, considered among the animal
world's finest parents—The Bald Eagle is a much-awaited cultural and natural history that
demonstrates how this bird's wondrous journey may provide inspiration today as we grapple with
environmental peril on a larger scale.

A Journal for Jordan [DVD]
Mar. 8th

In 2005, First Sergeant Charles Monroe King began to write what would become a 200-page journal
for his son in case he did not make it home from the war in Iraq. King was killed by a roadside bomb
on October 14, 2006. His son, Jordan, was seven months old. Inspired by his example, King’s fiancée
Dana Canedy was determined to preserve his memory for their son. The story is brought to life in
this poignant film directed by Denzel Washington and starring Michael B. Jordan.

Join the wait list! Although on-order items are not yet available for
checkout, you can still place holds on them.

charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net
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Library Bulletin
PGD’s Flybrary takes reading
to new heights
No room to pack a book?
Whether you’re arriving
for a week at the beach or
headed north for the
summer, Punta Gorda
Airport’s Flybrary has got
you covered! Visit the well-
stocked shelves near
baggage claim to take,
borrow or trade a book for
free–no library card required. After you’ve enjoyed
the book, you can return it, keep it, or pass it on.

More hotspots have arrived
We get it. Waiting forever on a holds list is
frustrating. Since they arrived last year, our mobile
hotspots have been, well, hot! To help meet the
demand, we’ve added 55 more hotspots to our
collection. If you’ve been waiting, now is the time to
borrow one and bring Wi-Fi on the go. Connect up
to 10 devices to the power of T-Mobile's 4G network
to work, stream, surf, or play from anywhere.
Hotspots check out for 2 weeks and cannot be
renewed. See all our lendable technology at
charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/technology.

Featured Events
The Women of ‘76 – 5:00 PM March 3rd

Performer Rita Parisi will portray five women who
changed the course of the American Revolution in
this outstanding one-woman play at the Mid-
County Regional Library. Call 941.613.3192 for more.

Pi Day Celebration – 5:00 PM March 14th

Kids ages 7+ can celebrate 3.14 at the Mid-County
Regional Library. Channel your inner math geek and
calculate, eat, and celebrate everybody’s favorite
never-ending number! Call 941.613.3170.

Ask the Historian – 1:00 PM March 16th

Come by the Port Charlotte Library to meet our
county historian, Dr. Jennifer Zoebelein. Ask your
local history questions and discover all the historic
resources we have to offer. Call 941.764.5563.

Teen Show & Tell – 4:30 PM March 21st

Remember the fun of showing off all the cool stuff
you have? Teens can register for this throwback
event at the Punta Gorda Library. Call 941.833.5462.

What’s it Worth? – 5:00 PM March 22nd

Ever wondered how much an antique, collectible, or
family heirloom is worth? Join us either by Zoom or
in person at Mid-County for a discussion with
appraiser, auctioneer, and radio show host Mike
Ivankovich. Call 941.613.3192 for more information.

Spring Breakout Read & Feed
Champs Cafe on Wheels (COW) will be back with free food for kids during Spring
Break! March 15th-18th, school-aged kids and teens can stop by the Port Charlotte
Library for lunch or visit the Englewood Charlotte Library for an afternoon snack.
We’ll also have free books and spring-themed crafts. Drop in for the food, but please
register each child separately for the crafts. Register online or at 941.613.3167.

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/calendar
https://engagedpatrons.org/Events.cfm?SiteID=5732&&keyword=feed
https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsExtended.cfm?SiteID=5732&EventID=451164&PK=
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https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsExtended.cfm?SiteID=5732&EventID=450840&PK=
https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsExtended.cfm?SiteID=5732&EventID=451597&PK=732452
https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsExtended.cfm?SiteID=5732&EventID=451180&PK=
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Archives Spotlight

Charlotte Scarbrough Taylor’s 1859 Specimen Book

The beautiful specimen book of Charlotte deBernier
Scarbrough Taylor, one of the first female entomologists in
the Americas, is a crown jewel of Charlotte County’s archives.
Born the daughter of a Georgia shipping merchant, Charlotte
was wealthy and well educated. She developed a fascination
with entomology, the study of insects, during her childhood
in Georgia and South Carolina. She was especially interested
in the insects that attacked cotton and other southern crops.

Though formal careers in science were not readily available to
women of the 1800s, Charlotte studied insects extensively in
the field. Her specimen book—the only surviving example of
her work—is ninety-three pages full of colorful sketches of
plants, flowers, and insects. These intricately detailed
drawings illustrate that Charlotte’s interest in entomology
went far beyond the basic; she demonstrates a knowledge of
leading scientific works of her day.

While Charlotte herself never lived in Florida, her daughter
Virginia inherited the specimen book. Virginia married
Colonel Isaac Trabue, founder of the town of Trabue, which
would become the city of Punta Gorda in 1887. Although the
details of the workbook’s whereabouts after Virginia’s death
in 1924 are incomplete, the book was recovered in the 1960s,
brought to the Punta Gorda Library, and ultimately added to
Charlotte County’s archival collection. In 2019, a major
conservation effort restored the 1859 Specimen Book to its
contemporary appearance, and in 2020, reproduction scans
of these beautiful pages were put on display at all four
Charlotte County library locations.

If you would like to view the entire
workbook, please visit the Punta Gorda

Charlotte Library, where a complete
reproduction copy is available for

reference in the Archives Reading Room.



Slam-Dunk Reads
Get your brackets ready! It’s that time of year again–March Madness!

Enjoy the selections below to celebrate the NCAA college basketball national tournament.

Madness: The Ten Most Memorable NCAA Basketball Finals by Mark Mehler
Madness tells the stories behind the ten most compelling and memorable championship
games in NCAA tournament history, from North Carolina's triple-overtime triumph over Wilt
Chamberlain's Kansas Wildcats in 1957 to Duke's heart stopping victory over underdog Butler in
2010. As a bonus, five more games that just missed the cut are given honorable mentions.

The Back Roads to March: the Unsung, Unheralded and Unknown Heroes of a
College Basketball Season by John Feinstein
Feinstein examines college basketball's lesser-known Cinderella stories—the smaller programs
no one expects to win, who have no chance of attracting the most coveted high school recruits,
and who rarely send their players on to the NBA. Feinstein unveils the programs you've never
heard of, the bracket busters you didn't expect to cheer for, and the coaches who inspire them to
take their teams to the next level.

Coach K: The Rise and Reign of Mike Krzyzewski by Ian O’Connor
Mike Krzyzewski, known worldwide as "Coach K," is a five-time national champion at Duke, the
NCAA's all-time leader in victories, and the first man to lead Team USA to three Olympic basketball
gold medals. Through unprecedented access to his best friends, closest advisers, fiercest
adversaries, and generations of his players, author Ian O'Connor takes you behind the Blue Devil
curtain with a penetrating examination of the leader as he closes out his iconic career.

The Legends Club: Dean Smith, Mike Krzyzewski, Jim Valvano, and an epic
College Basketball Rivalry by John Feinstein
On March 18, 1980, Duke announced the hiring of Mike Krzyzewski, the man who would restore
glory to the team. The only problem: no one knew who he was. Nine days later, Jim Valvano was
hired by North Carolina State. The hiring didn't raise as many eyebrows, but the two new coaches
had a similar goal: to unseat North Carolina's Dean Smith as the king of college basketball.

Your Next Five
There’s more where that came from! Find your next great read by visiting our website and

navigating through the side menu from “What to Read Next” to “Your Next Five Books.”
Fill out the form, and library staff will recommend 5 books chosen just for you!

https://bit.ly/YourNext5
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The pets that inspired our favorite authors
These real-life pets have become characters in some of our favorite authors’ books.
Meet a few of their furry and feathered friends appearing in fiction and nonfiction.

1. Stephen King’s cat Smuckey

Stephen King’s masterpiece of horror Pet Sematary was inspired by
the death of his daughter’s cat, Smuckey, who wandered into a busy

road. Smuckey was not the first to meet such a fate on this major
truck route; local children had established an informal “pet sematary”

in the woods nearby. Though he ultimately told his daughter what
had happened, King imagined that instead of sharing the truth, a

father could bury the cat in the cemetery and it would return, alive
but fundamentally changed. Remembering another occasion when

his son Owen nearly ran into the road, King knew he had the
beginning of a novel: what if a child was killed in the road and then

buried in a supernatural cemetery?

2. David Rosenfelt’s Golden Retriever Tara

David Rosenfelt, best-selling mystery author, was inspired by his
beloved Golden Retriever, Tara. While most of his books include
canine characters, readers of his popular Andy Carpenter series will
also recognize Tara as Andy’s lovable sidekick.

Outside of writing, Rosenfelt has dedicated his life to dog rescue.
He and his wife created the Tara Foundation, named in honor of his
cherished pet, where they have rescued thousands of dogs. Check
out his book Lessons from Tara: Life Advice from the World’s Most
Brilliant Dog for more about Rosenfelt’s bond with Tara.

3. Beatrix Potter’s rabbit Peter

Beatrix Potter grew up loving animals, spending considerable
time observing and sketching her different pets including a

lizard named Judy, a frog named Punch, and several mice.
When her former tutor’s child was ill, Beatrix sent him an

illustrated story that starred her own pet rabbit, Peter. In 1901,
Potter self-published that story as The Tale of Peter Rabbit

after six publishers had passed on it. The book became
extremely popular, and Potter went on to write and illustrate

dozens of classic children’s books.
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4. Alice Walker’s Chickens

When her Pulitzer Prize winning novel The Color Purple was made into
a film, Alice Walker needed a vacation from the critics. She escaped to
Bali, where a chance encounter with a chicken reminded her of a
childhood spent tending to her family’s flock in Georgia. Walker was
inspired to get a coop of her own. Together with her neighbors in
California wine country, Walker has raised more than a dozen chickens.

Her memoir The Chicken Chronicles: Sitting with the Angels Who
Have Returned with My Memories is a collection of eccentric love
letters, offbeat spiritual inspiration, and reflections on human nature
addressed to her feathered “girls” from their egg-loving “Mommy.”

5. Danielle Steel’s Chihuahua Minnie

Danielle Steel, author of over 100 fiction books, raised her
children in a house full of pets, including 11 dogs and a

potbellied pig! Her love of animals has continued throughout
her life, although at a more manageable level. She wrote Pure

Joy: The Dogs We Love about her treasured pets, detailing
some of her favorite memories. Most notable is Minnie, a tiny

two-pound Chihuahua who captured the author’s heart.

Minnie also inspired Steel to write a couple of children’s picture
books where Minnie travels to Paris and Hollywood.

Meet more literary pets! Did you know…?
Charles Dickens had a series of ravens, each named Grip. When the first, “Grip the Knowing,”
died, Dickens had him stuffed. Scholars believe Grip inspired Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven.”

Ernest Hemingway owned a much-loved six-toed cat named Snow White. Today the
Hemingway estate is home to nearly 60 of Snow White’s six-toed descendants.

Flannery O’Connor raised as many as 100 peacocks on her Georgia farm. While she also kept
ducks, ostriches, and toucans, O’Connor wrote of the peacock as “The King of the Birds.”

Lord Byron wanted to bring his dog with him to college. When he was told that dogs
weren’t allowed on campus, he brought a bear instead. Bears weren’t prohibited, after all!
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Audiobooks Read by their Authors
Authors are excellent storytellers. Hearing these stories in the their own voices creates a

uniquely intimate experience for the listener that can’t be duplicated.

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates | A good performer makes you feel like you're privy to
something memorable—a great one beckons you into his world and welcomes you as a necessary part
of the work's success. Ta-Nehisi Coates's delivery of his own book is so memorable because the material
is charged with emotion and a tone of self-disclosure. There's also a highly personal sense of connection
between himself and his audience because of his frequent use of "you." The book may be directed to
Coates's son, but the conviction of Coates's delivery underscores the importance of the race relations
examined within its pages.

The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman | "How long have you been 11 for?" That’s just one of
the mysteries in The Ocean at the End of the Lane, where otherworldly things might be strange but
aren't in the least impossible. As the 7-year-old protagonist, Neil Gaiman projects all the wonders and
terrors of childhood, both ordinary and extraordinary. His neighbors, 11-year-old Lettie, Mrs. Hempstock,
and Old Mrs. Hempstock, have rural Sussex accents that get stronger when the things that they love
and protect are threatened. Gaiman evokes the comforts of their farm lovingly—good food, a full moon
that always shines on the back of the house just so—and they contrast with the coldly emotionless voice
of the story's villain. Spooky, beautiful, and magical, Ocean will stay with listeners for a long time.

The Princess Diarist by Carrie Fisher | It’s especially bittersweet to find oneself listening to Carrie
Fisher’s memoir after her death in December 2016. Reflecting on fame, aging, and being involved with
the cultural phenomenon that is Star Wars, Fisher is wry, self-aware, and funny. She’s a canny narrator of
her own writing, which bristles with wordplay, jokes, and asides. Sounding appropriately young, Fisher’s
daughter, Billie Lourd, narrates Fisher’s diary entries from when she was 19, which mostly concern her
relationship with Harrison Ford. But some of the funniest parts come toward the end of the audiobook,
when Fisher goes on extended riffs, imagining encounters with devoted Star Wars fans. Consider this a
worthy jumping-off point for revisiting, or discovering for the first time, Fisher’s many pop-culture
contributions.

Reviews from Audiofile

https://www.audiofilemagazine.com/
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Tech Tips: Avoiding SMS Phishing Scams
Cyber criminals are now sending phishing scams by text message. These scams can be less

obvious than email phishing, but they’re just as dangerous. Learn how to avoid common scams.

Could this text message be a phishing scam?

• Does the message ask you to claim a prize? It’s always too good to be true.

Is it an urgent message from your bank requesting that you authorize a
payment? Even replying “NO” lets the scammer know you’re willing to engage.

Does the message claim your package was undeliverable? Click that link, and
you’ll be asked to input your address and credit card number. Don’t fall for it—if
you’ve ordered something, you already provided that information.

Is the message asking for Bitcoin, Western Union transfers, or gift cards?
Requests for nonstandard currency are always a red flag.

Did you receive a 2-factor authentication code that you didn’t request yourself?
Someone is trying to hack your account.

•

•

•

•

This looks like a scam. What should I do?

• Don’t text back. Don’t try calling the number. Don’t click the link.

What if it might be a real banking emergency? Get a trusted phone number from your
bank’s website, from a billing statement, or from the back of your credit card.

Report the scam to the organization being impersonated so they can warn others.

Block the number from texting you again. Then delete the message.

•

•

•

I fell for the scam…. Now what?

If you suspect you may have been caught in a phishing scam, take action immediately to
minimize the damage. Scams can result in credit card fraud, malware, and identity theft.

Call your bank or credit card company at their official number to ask that your card be
canceled or your account locked.

Freeze your credit with all three credit bureaus to make identity theft more difficult.

Visit your online accounts to change your password and security questions.

Check your phone. Delete unknown apps, and lock down your settings and permissions.
Restart your phone. If there’s a system update available, install it now. Turn on automatic
updates to help keep your phone secure.

•

•

•

•



Dog Tales
Furry friends make the best listeners.

Does your child struggle with reading? For kids, reading alone
can be boring, but reading with a group can be stressful and
intimidating. As with anything, practice makes perfect. So how
do you encourage them to read without all the fuss? Bring your
reluctant reader to the library for Dog Tales! This free program
offers children a chance to build reading confidence with the
help of man’s best friend. Through our partnership with
Suncoast Humane Society Pet Therapy Teams, we aim to provide
a relaxed, nonjudgmental, and fun atmosphere for children to
practice reading aloud with the help of therapy dogs.

Reading to a dog is a fun experience, but we know some children
may feel afraid or unsure. Our reading buddies are certified
therapy pets; they are calm and gentle with timid and exuberant
children alike. These dogs are expert listeners who are always
encouraging, supportive, and patient with little ones. Their docile manner and quiet support foster the

important onnection between the mentor and the reader
that is at the heart of this program. The real magic of Dog Tales
is in this bond the dogs create between their owners, who are
dedicated volunteers and paraprofessionals, and the young
eaders. This bond strengthens kids’ ability to work together

during the reading process and have fun while building
essential lit racy skills.

Dog Tales is one of the most rewarding programs we offer,
because it brings the community together and instills a love of
reading in young minds. It is so amazing to watch the children
improve their speaking and comprehension skills every month
just by reading to their favorite dogs! We can’t say enough
about how much our volunteers and these patient pooches
mean to our libraries.
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Get involved with this paw-some program!

You can sign up your child for a one-on-one reading session with a
trained therapy dog! Call your local library branch for details.

To learn more about the Suncoast Humane Society Pet Therapy
Teams and their mission, or if you’d like to become a volunteer, visit
https://www.humane.org/pet-therapy-team/.

Upcoming Sessions

Punta Gorda - March 5th - 941.833.5462

Port Charlotte - March 12th - 941.613.3167

Englewood - March 26th - 941.681.3736

https://www.humane.org/pet-therapy-team/
https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsExtended.cfm?SiteID=5732&EventID=450432&PK=729472
https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsExtended.cfm?SiteID=5732&EventID=438429&PK=708674
https://engagedpatrons.org/EventsExtended.cfm?SiteID=5732&EventID=437706&PK=730634


Staff Picks
Why Not Tonight by Susan Mallery |

“Why Not Tonight is one of seven books in
Susan Mallery’s ‘Happily Inc’ series, set at
an artist colony in northern California. In

this installment, Natalie works for the art
gallery to support her own budding art.
She goes to check on Ronan, one of the

gallery’s more famous artists, after he has
been unresponsive, then gets stuck at his
house after a mudslide. The two are stuck

alone together for a few days and of course
romance ensues. If you like to read

something fun that you don’t have to think
about too hard, this series is for you!”
— Lynda Citro, Librarian Supervisor

Things to Do Before a Monday by Syd Veverka | “Things to Do Before
a Monday is an uplifting, short read full of zany ideas, childhood
nostalgia, and bright illustrations. Young or old, this book will bring a
smile to your face and put color into a mundane week. There are 52
creative activities for each Sunday of the year, but there’s no need to
follow them in order–you might be immediately inspired to make a
mess cooking in the kitchen or to text a friend with your toes!”

— Briana Eggleton, Library Tech

Billy Summers by Stephen King |
“This is not the Stephen King of
Carrie, Pet Sematary, and IT. King
has made a marked shift away
from supernatural horror. Billy
Summers is a former sniper who
served in Iraq. Upon retirement
from the military, he became a
hired assassin who only accepts
jobs when the target is a proven
‘bad guy.’ He is a killer with a soft
heart and an intelligent mind; it’s
one of the best characterizations
I have read in a Stephen King
novel. In spite of its length (over
600 pages), the book is a page-
turner that will capture your
interest all the way to the exciting
surprise ending.”
— Judy Domzalski, Library Tech

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Dwhy+not+tonight+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dmallery+&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:205908/one?qu=TITLE%3Dthings+to+do+before+a+monday&qu=AUTHOR%3Dveverka&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Dwhy+not+tonight+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dmallery+&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Dbilly+summers+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dking+&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:205908/one?qu=TITLE%3Dthings+to+do+before+a+monday&qu=AUTHOR%3Dveverka&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Dbilly+summers+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dking+&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&h=1
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