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Coming Soon to Our 
Collection

Browse through the hundreds of items that are on order right now: https://tinyurl.com/8by5ehuz/

To Paradise, by Hanya Yanagihara Jan. 11

From the author of A Little Life—a bold, brilliant novel spanning three centuries and three
versions of the American experiment, about lovers, family, loss and the elusive promise of
utopia. To Paradise is a novel of marvelous literary effect, but above all it is a work of emotional
genius. The great power of this remarkable novel is driven by Yanagihara's understanding of
the aching desire to protect those we love and the pain that ensues when we cannot.

Jan. 18 The Good Son, by Jacquelyn Mitchard

What do you do when the person you love most becomes unrecognizable to you? For Thea
Demetriou, the answer is both simple and agonizing: you keep loving him somehow. Stefan,

her son, was just seventeen when he went to prison for the drug-fueled murder of his
girlfriend. Three years later, he's released to a world that refuses to let himmove on. As his

efforts to make amends meet escalating resistance and threats, Thea suspects more forces are
at play than just community outrage.

The Betrayal of Anne Frank, by Rosemary Sullivan Jan. 18

Using new technology, recently discovered documents and sophisticated investigative
techniques, an international team has finally solved the mystery that has haunted generations
since World War II. Many people have read the journal Anne Frank kept while living in an attic
during World War II, until Nazis arrested her and her family. Despite the many works devoted
to their story, none have ever conclusively explained who or what finally brought the Nazis to
the door. With painstaking research, the team came to a shocking conclusion.

Jan. 11 Dune [DVD]

A mythic and emotionally charged hero's journey that tells the story of a gifted young man
born into a great destiny beyond his understanding. He must travel to the most dangerous
planet in the universe to ensure the future of his family and his people. As malevolent forces

explode into conflict over the planet's exclusive supply of the most precious resource in
existence, only those who can conquer their fear will survive.

Join the wait list! Although on-order items are not yet available for
checkout, you can still place holds on them.

charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net

https://tinyurl.com/8by5ehuz/
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=to+paradise&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&te=
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=the+good+son+mitchard&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&te=
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:205902/one?qu=the+betrayal+of+anne+frank&rm=NEWSLETTER0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=dune+chalamet&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/


Library Bulletin
Upcoming Closure

All branches (except for Punta Gorda Charlotte
Library, open 10:00AM – 5:00PM) will be closed
Monday, January 17th for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Temporary Library Cards for Non-Residents

Whether you’re new to Charlotte County or you’re
a returning patron, we’re excited to welcome you!
Don’t have an official address here? No problem—
you can still access the Libraries & History Division’s
collection of resources. Here’s what we offer:

3-month card……………………………….………………..………..$10.00

6-month card…………………………………………………….……$20.00

12-month card……………………………………….…………..……$35.00

Choose the card that’s right for you. If you decide
to stay longer, extensions are available for purchase.
When you’re heading back home, be sure to keep
your library card in a safe place. Next time you visit
us, the card can be reactivated, so you’ll still have
access to your checkout history. With a temporary
library card, you get full access to our collection of
library materials and e-resources. Thank you for
choosing Charlotte County!

Please note:We’ve gone cash-free! We accept debit
or credit cards.

Missing Ancestry At Home?

Here are some great alternatives, found on the
Digital Resources page of our website:

Heritage Quest | Access genealogical and historical
sources for more than 60 countries, with coverage
dating back as early as the 1700s.

Charlotte County Genealogical Society | Connect
with other local researchers.

Youth Programs to Look Forward to

• [Toddlers]Winter Disney Princess Storytime

• Punta Gorda: Jan. 5, 4:00PM – 4:30PM

• [Ages 7+] Kids STEAM Event — registration is
required

• Port Charlotte: Jan. 12, 4:00PM – 5:00PM

• Englewood: Jan. 14, 4:00PM – 5:00PM

• Punta Gorda: Jan. 14, 4:30PM – 5:30PM

• Mid-County: Jan. 21, 4:30PM – 5:30PM

• [Teens 12-18] Spaced Out: Epoxy Resin
Keychains — registration is required

• Mid-County: Jan. 18, 5:30PM – 6:30PM

• Port Charlotte: Jan. 19, 4:00PM – 5:00PM

• Punta Gorda: Jan. 19, 4:30PM – 5:30PM

Looking for magazines?

Read current and past issues of thousands of great eMagazines on Libby!

libbyapp.com/library/charlottecofl
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Archives Spotlight

This postcard shows an aerial view of the Boca
Grande Hotel, built in 1926 by Joseph Spadaro.
Gasparilla Sound, a scenic bay, is seen in the
foreground with the Gulf of Mexico in the
background. At the center of the four-winged
hotel was a luxurious three-story rotunda. It was
demolished in 1972.

Pulled from the Charlotte Harbor Area Historical
Society and Ulysses Samuel (U.S.) Cleveland
Collection, Courtesy of U.S. Cleveland

This is an undated color postcard
of the Princess Hotel in Punta
Gorda, 3.5" x 5.5". " 'Sleep Where
Life is Safest' Open All Year" and
"Located on Beautiful Charlotte
Bay- Along Picturesque Tamiami
Trail-Punta Gorda, Florida." is
written on the front. The Princess
Hotel opened in 1925 as the
Charlotte Bay Hotel and was
destroyed by fire in 1975. The
Sunloft Building now occupies the
space the Princess Hotel was
located on.

Found in Collection

This photo is a copy of artwork appearing on a
1957 brochure promoting the Charlotte Harbor
Spa, formerly called the Hotel Charlotte Harbor
(and opened in 1887 as the Hotel Punta Gorda).
The luxury resort burned in 1959.

Pulled from the Charlotte Harbor Area Historical
Society and Ulysses Samuel (U.S.) Cleveland
Collection, Courtesy of U.S. Cleveland

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/search/asset/4465/0
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/search/asset/4421/0
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/search/asset/10849/0


DID YOU KNOW?
Charlotte County history is full of surprises! Here are 4

interesting facts you might not know:

Port Charlotte has no port

Advertising in the 60s claimed that Port Charlotte “offers you 12
uninterrupted months of fun, relaxation, and just plain great
living.” True! The name itself, however, was misleading, as there
was no port and no beach. Developers created waterfront living
through construction of canals and waterways.

Punta Gorda’s airport was a WWII airfield

You’ve likely flown into Punta Gorda’s convenient airport, but did
you know that it was originally an Army Airfield? Built in 1942, the
airfield trained over 750 pilots for combat service overseas.

That’s a tarpon!

You might recognize the fish in our county seal—it’s a tarpon! The
tarpon is one of Charlotte County’s most sought-after fish, prized
for its size and fight. You probably won’t want to eat one, though—
tarpon are filled with small, hard-to-clean bones.

Punta Gorda’s most important building was a hotel

Tourism has always been key to the region—so much so that one of
Punta Gorda’s first large-scale building projects was the Hotel
Punta Gorda. The Florida Southern Railroad brought famous
visitors right to the hotel—including Thomas Edison, W.K.
Vanderbilt, and the Samuel Colt Family.

4
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HIDDEN GEMS
We teamed up with the Charlotte County Parks & Recreation
Division to bring you four beautifully serene parks matched

with the perfect book to bring with you when you visit.

Spring Lake Park
Located at 3520 Lakeview Blvd. in Port Charlotte,
the park not only has a public boat ramp, but also
boasts a small walking path with benches and a
covered pavilion that overlook the gorgeous
West Spring Lake. It is the perfect place for a
quick escape while staying close to home.

We suggest The Guide, by Peter Heller

This heart-racing thriller is about a young man who, escaping his own grief, is
hired by an elite fishing lodge in Colorado. Amid the natural beauty of sun-
drenched streams and forests he uncovers a plot of shocking menace.

Chester Roberts Park
Visit and enjoy the tranquil waterfront views at
this lesser-known park located at 5084
Melbourne St. in Charlotte Harbor. Sunbathe with
a book on one of several benches surrounded by
wise old pines and tropical palms.

We suggest Lab Girl, by Hope Jahren

Jahren's probing look at plants, her astonishing tenacity of spirit, and her acute
insights on nature enliven every page of this extraordinary memoir. Lab Girl
opens your eyes to the beautiful, sophisticated mechanisms within every leaf.

Dear readers, you’re about to be booked up in 2022: Our first annual reading challenge is here! Use our
list of prompts to shake up your reading habits in the new year and push yourself to read more, read
differently, and most importantly… to have fun! You can find the Charlotte County Libraries & History

2022 Reading Challenge on the division website:

charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/adultsread

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=the+guide+heller&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/community-services/parks/all-parks/spring-lake-park.stml
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/community-services/parks/all-parks/spring-lake-park.stml
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/community-services/parks/all-parks/chester-roberts-park.stml
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/community-services/parks/all-parks/chester-roberts-park.stml
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=lab+girl&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/adultsread


Lemon Bay Sunrise Rotary Park
Spend the day overlooking Lemon Bay at this serene
park located at 1000 S McCall Rd. in Englewood. If you’d
rather be reading while friends are fishing and boating,
there are plenty of places to enjoy the scenic view in the
shade. There’s also a playground for young readers and
active kiddos alike!

We suggest People We Meet on Vacation, by Emily Henry

When Poppy met Alex on a summer vacation, there was no spark, no connection.
However, the two form an unexpected friendship with a tension that neither of
them were willing to confront. After spending years apart, they decide to go for
one last trip. Will they risk it all for the chance to finally be together?

Bill Coy Preserve
Take a trip to 5350 Placida Rd. in Englewood and
discover the beautiful Buck Creek. Hike along
quiet trails, or use the observation platform to
watch wildlife and soak in the great outdoors
with a good read.

We suggest In the Woods, by Tana French

First in the Dublin Murder Squad series, follow a pair of Irish detectives and their
investigation of the murder of a twelve-year-old girl. Detective Rob Ryan relies on
memories from his troubling past involvement in a chillingly similar case. French’s
immersive writing tugs at the heartstrings in this psychological suspense novel.

6

Check out your local
branch’s information
kiosk to find all kinds of
brochures and fliers that
will fill you in on even
more things to do and
places to see in our
beautiful county!

https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/community-services/parks/all-parks/lemon-bay-sunrise-rotary-park.stml
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/community-services/parks/all-parks/lemon-bay-sunrise-rotary-park.stml
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=people+we+meet+on+vacation&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/community-services/parks/all-parks/bill-coy-preserve.stml
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/community-services/parks/all-parks/bill-coy-preserve.stml
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=in+the+woods+french&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
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Fantastic Florida Nonfiction
Follow these four specially-chosen books on a tour through the natural beauty of Florida.

Florida's Birds: a field guide and reference, by David S. Maehr and
Herbert W. Kale II

Each entry in the “Species Accounts” has a detailed illustration, along with scientific
information and descriptions. Thorough descriptions provide helpful identification tips.
Covering 348 species with additional informative sections and resource list, this guide is
excellent for both beginner and expert birders.

Complete Guide to Florida Wildflowers, by Roger L. Hammer

This Falcon guide contains over 600 wildflowers, and the sections are helpfully broken
down by flower color. Each entry features a vivid color photograph and detailed

description to help you easily identify specimens. They also include a comments portion
which give some interesting facts about the plant.

Punta Gorda and the Charlotte Harbor Area: A Pictorial History, by
Vernon Peeples

This book is a valuable collection of local history. The photographs and pictures of
historical ephemera help celebrate and bring the past of the area into view. Informative
captions provide meaningful context to the stories behind the images. Chapters are
broken down into eras, with a concise explanation to sketch a setting for the times.

Drawing Florida Wildlife: step-by-step instructions, by Frank Lohan

Feeling inspired by Florida’s diverse ecosystem? This helpful instructional book provides
step-by-step visual explanations of how to sketch numerous specimens. Whether for

field notes or just enjoying a new skill, this book is the perfect companion for the
exploring artist.

Looking for a series?

We recommend Our Fascinating Past: Charlotte Harbor, by Lindsey Williams and U.S. Cleveland

This series of books is a wonderful compendium of our area’s history. What started as a local newspaper
column grew into a series of books with short chapters packed with history and easy to read. The set
consists of the Early Years Vol. 1, a revised edition with 10 added chapters, and the Later Years Vol. 2.

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=florida%27s+birds&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:80831/one?qu=complete+guide+to+florida+wildflowers&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:14918/one?qu=punta+gorda+and+the+charlotte+harbor+area&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:79649/one?qu=drawing+florida+wildlife&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=our+fascinating+past&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
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Tech Tips
An overview of our most notable changes in printing and technology.

We love finding new ways to keep you connected—and that’s why we’re so excited about all the upgraded
technology that’s been arriving at the library lately!

Laptop Kiosks
The future has arrived! We’ve replaced those clunky desktop PCs with kiosk laptops
that adults can borrow for in-library use. It’s easy—just scan your library card at the
self-service kiosk. Enter your PIN, agree to the Terms of Service, and voila!—out pops
a laptop, fully charged and ready to go!

Room to breathe

Patrons are telling us that it’s great to be able to choose your own seat. Maybe you need a table for a
group project, or perhaps you’d prefer a comfy chair with a window view—our laptops are happy wherever
you are! It’s also nice to have a longer session. While our old PCs were available for one-hour periods, a
two-hour checkout makes it easy to get more done.

Privacy

Your laptop will automatically connect to our public network, and you should always be careful with
sensitive information on the internet. However, when you return the laptop, your data will be wiped for
the next user. Save your work on a USB flash drive if you want to keep it.

Optimized Printing
In our new print system, you can print from our laptop or send your job from
anywhere. Visit charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/print to start.

Using the web portal

If you’re using a laptop or desktop, choose “Go to the web portal.” Once there, click
the blue “Upload a Document” button. You will be prompted to enter your email

address. Next, choose how to upload. Browse or Drag and Drop to send a file saved on your computer. If
it’s a webpage, paste its address into the URL field. “Additional Settings” will let you print multiple copies
or in color. Then click Submit.

Email your print job

You can also email your document. Just send it to the address for the black and white
(charlottebw@goprint.cloud) or color printer (charlottecolor@goprint.cloud).

Pick up your printing

Documents are held in our print queue for 24 hours. You can pick them up at any of our four branches.
Head over to our print release station to enter your email address, select your documents, and pay.

You’ll pay $0.20 / page for black and white printing or $0.50 / page for color. We’ve gone cashless, so
there’s no need to worry about having exact change. Instead, swipe a credit or debit card or use your
smartphone to tap to pay.

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/print/
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Set (and Keep) Your 2022 Goals
Committing to your New Year’s Resolutions doesn’t have to feel impossible. We’ve selected 3 books that 

we hope will support your success in setting and achieving your goals. Happy New Year!

Your Best Year Ever, by Michael Hyatt | We all want to live a life that matters. We all want to reach
our full potential. But too often we find ourselves overwhelmed by the day-to-day. Our big goals get
pushed to the back burner—and then, more often than not, they get forgotten. This is the year you finally
close the gap between reality and your dreams! In Your Best Year Ever, Hyatt shares a powerful, proven,
research-driven system for setting and achieving your goals. If you’re tired of not seeing progress in your
personal, intellectual, business, relational, or financial goals, it’s time for you to have your best year ever!

The Little Book of Big Change, by Amy Johnson, PHD | Most of us struggle with some kind of
habit we’d like to break. Our minds can trap us into habitual thinking and behaviors that lead us away
from the life we want. But the truth is, you are not your habit or addiction—and you already possess the
power to end it for good. With The Little Book of Big Change, you’ll discover what’s behind your habit or
addiction and be able to stop it at its source. Understanding the way you think can help rewire your brain
and put an end to unhealthy behavior patterns. So, if you’re ready to say good-bye to bad habits and
embrace real change, this book is for you.

This Year I Will…, by M.J. Ryan | Every so often people get inspired (again!) to lose weight, get
organized, start saving, or stop worrying—but a few months later they give up, frustrated. It doesn’t have
to be that way. In This Year I Will…, bestselling author M.J. Ryan offers breakthrough wisdom and coaching
to help readers make this time the time that change becomes permanent. The secret is that everyone has
their own formula for making changes that stick, but most people don’t know what theirs is. Ryan helps
you lock on to your unique formula for planning, implementing, and seeing a life change through, so you
can use it again and again to make promises to yourself that you can actually keep.

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=your+best+year+ever&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=the+little+book+of+big+change&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_4915_501$002f0$002fERC_4915_501:HOOPLA:11373557/one?qu=this+year+I+will&lm=DIGITAL_ONLY


Staff
Picks

"Equal parts romance, mystery, and sci-fi,Meet Me
in Another Life is a deeply compelling debut novel
from author Catriona Silvey. Protagonists Thora
and Santi encounter one another again and again
across several lifetimes in the city of Cologne. Their
ever-shifting relationships range from lighthearted
and endearing to profoundly sad as they struggle

to remember their former lives and uncover what’s happening to
them. This surreal journey will keep you engaged and thrilled to
the last page, guaranteed."

— Keaton Hackworth, Library Technician

“I loved A Clash of Steel by C. B. Lee! The writing is
beautiful, and the characters really grow on you. It’s a bit
predictable in parts if you know the Treasure Island story,
but the journey to that fateful end is so fun. And best of
all, the author bases her version on the true history of a
formidable pirate who ruled the South China Sea! If you
like a story filled with adventure, character growth, slow-
burn romance, and awesome sea battles, this one is for you!”

— Ashley Guerzo, Youth Librarian

"Though this book originally came out in 1992, I was
recently inspired to re-read it. Snow Crash by Neal
Stephenson still holds up for me! If you like sci-fi with
a cyberpunk twist, you have to give this one a try.
Stephenson depicts a dystopic future where instead
of flying cars and advanced holograms, America is a
chillingly vast corporate landscape covered in

consumer-targeted advertisements. In order to escape this, citizens
flee to the ‘Metaverse,’ a virtual world where you can be and do
anything…for a price. Although Snow Crash is sci-fi, you can’t help but
feel creeped out by the stark comparison Stephenson makes between
his uncanny dystopia and our real world.”

— Rachel Nichols, Technical Services
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https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:196837/one?qu=meet+me+in+another+life
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=clash+of+steel&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=snow+crash&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONORDER
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