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Coming Soon to Our
Collection

The Paris Apartment by Lucy Foley Feb 22

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Guest List comes a new locked room
mystery, set in a Paris apartment building in which every resident has something to hide. Jess
needs a fresh start. She's broke and alone, and she's just left her job under less than ideal
circumstances. Her half-brother Ben didn't sound thrilled when she asked if she could crash
with him for a bit. Only when she shows up - he's not there.

Feb 15 Diablo Mesa by Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child

Bestselling authors Preston & Child continue their wildly popular series featuring archaeologist
Nora Kelly and FBI Agent Corrie Swanson. Lucas Tappan, eccentric billionaire and founder of
Icarus Space Systems, approaches the Santa Fe Archaeological Institute with an outlandish
proposal--to finance a scientific excavation of the Roswell Incident site, where a UFO is alleged
to have crashed in 1947. A skeptical Nora Kelly, to her great annoyance, is tasked with the job.

The Christie Affair by Nina De Gramont

London, 1925. In a world of townhomes and tennis matches, socialites and shooting parties, Miss
Nan O'Dea became Archie Christie's mistress, luring him away from his devoted and well-known
wife, Agatha Christie. The question is, why? Why destroy another woman's marriage, why hatch
a plot years in the making, and why murder? How was Nan O'Dea so intricately tied to those
eleven mysterious days that Agatha Christie went missing?

Feb 1

Feb 15 Eternals [DVD]

Marvel Studios' Eternals features an exciting new team of superheroes in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, ancient aliens who have been living on Earth in secret for thousands of years.
Following the events of Avengers: Endgame, an unexpected tragedy forces them out of the
shadows to reunite against mankind's most ancient enemy, the Deviants.

Join the wait list! Although on-order items are not yet available for checkout,
you can still place holds on them. Look for “Coming Soon” on our website.

charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net
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Library Bulletin
Join a Book Group
Loved it? Hated it? Want to talk about it? Come to one of our book
groups! These drop-in programs are a sweet way to connect with other
book lovers and find your next great read.

Mid-County Regional Library

First Tuesday Book Discussion | 5:00 PM Tuesday, February 1st – Join us
for a lively discussion of a best-selling book! On February 1st, we’ll discuss
American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins. Call 941.613.3192 for more details.

Hooked on Books | 10:30 AM Thursday, February 3rd –This lively,
informal group reads on a theme each month. Choose a book on the
topic, then share your review at our next meeting. For February, we’ve
read books set in the culinary world, and in March we’ll discuss Florida
Fiction. Call 941.613.3160 for more information.

Englewood Charlotte Library

Third Wednesday Book Club | 6:00 PM Wednesday, February 16th–
Come prepared to join in a discussion ofWhile Justice Sleeps by Stacey
Abrams. Call 941.681.3736 for more information.

Punta Gorda Charlotte Library

Book Discussion | 4:00 PM Thursday, February 24th– Readers vote on
our next title. Call 941.833.5460 to find our which book we’re discussing.

Meet the Author: Graphic Novelist Brenna Thummler
Punta Gorda Charlotte Library | 4:00 PM Wednesday, February 9th–

Calling all middle and high schoolers! We are excited
to welcome Brenna Thummler. She has written the
graphic novels Sheets and Delicates and went to
school in Florida. She will talk about her books, her
creative process, and have a fun Q&A. Call 941.833.5461
with questions.

Princess Tea Party
Ann & Chuck Dever Regional Park | 11:00 AM-1:00 PM
Saturday, February 12th–Come experience the magic of
your favorite princesses and their stories! Enjoy a royal
buffet provided by local sponsors, sing along with special
guests Snow Queen and Island Princess, and listen to
their adventures! Ages 4 and up, please register each
child separately at 941.681.3736 or online.

Presidents’ Day
Monday, February 21,
Mid-County Regional
Library will be open
from 10:00-5:30.

All other Charlotte
County branches will
be closed in honor of
Presidents’ Day.

Save the Date
Don’t miss actress Rita
Parisi performing
Women of 76! She’ll
portray five women
who changed the
course of the American
Revolution. Join us
Thursday, March 3 at
5PM at the Mid-County
Regional Library. For
more information, call
941.613.3160.

Tour the
Cookie House

On Fridays through
March 25, the famous
Cookie Housewill be
open for visits. Stop by
between 10:30 and 2:30
to take a self-guided
tour of this historic
marine laboratory. The
paved, accessible
walkway is now open,
and staff will be onsite
to answer your
questions.
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Archives Spotlight
Although 2021 was Charlotte County’s Centennial year, it also marked 113 years of local public
libraries and 58 years of the Charlotte County library system. Since February is Love Your

Library month, here are a few photos from throughout the years to celebrate.

Transferring books to the new Port Charlotte Library, 1961

Story time, 1970s

Punta Gorda Library, 1984 Children using the card catalog, 1987

Prepping for Mid-County Regional grand opening, 2005

Stephen King visited for the Big Read, 2010

Cookie House tour with History Services, 2019



Classic Children’s Books
Reading classic books is a way to connect kids to enduring characters and magical stories that

have touched generations. Share these titles with the children in your life!

The Very Hungry Caterpillar, by Eric Carle
This all-time classic picture book follows the progress of a hungry caterpillar as he
eats his way through a varied and very large quantity of food, until at last, he
forms a cocoon and goes to sleep. For many children, The Very Hungry
Caterpillar has been how they start to learn about nature and its miraculous
processes.

A Kiss for Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik
Little Bear is so pleased with a picture he has drawn that he asks Hen to take it to
his grandmother. Grandmother is so happy with it that she sends him back a
thank-you kiss which is passed on to Little Bear by many animal friends—and
greatly aids the skunks’ romance.

Harry the Dirty Dog, by Gene Zion

Harry is a white dog with black spots who loves everything… except baths! When
he runs away from home, he gets so dirty that his family doesn’t recognize him,
seeing instead a black dog with white spots! This classic has been entertaining
young readers for decades.

A Light in the Attic, by Shel Silverstein

For elementary readers, this collection of playful poetic shenanigans is whimsical
and wacky in the best possible way. A Light in the Attic delights with remarkable
characters and hilariously profound poems in a collection readers will return to
again and again. And don't forget The Giving Tree andWhere the Sidewalk Ends
also classics by Silverstein.

Read these books, and you may find yourself a little nostalgic for your own childhood!
There are more classic children’s books recommended on our website. If you’re feeling overwhelmed by
the number of great children’s books to read, we can help you narrow it down. Go to our catalog at
charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net and chooseWhat to Read Next from the menu. Choose Staff Picks for Kids for
idea lists, or get personalized recommendations just for you when you try Your Next Five Books.
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https://TITLE=very%20TITLE=hungry%20TITLE=caterpillar%20AUTHOR=carle
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George Brown: Pioneer of Unity
During Black History month, our nation recognizes the
contributions of African American greats like Martin Luther
King, Jr., Harriet Tubman, and Rosa Parks. These pioneers are
rightly celebrated for their achievements, leadership, and
commitment to justice. But here in Charlotte County, we’re
especially proud of the legacy of one of our own: African
American businessman George Brown.

Attracted by the booming phosphate industry, George Brown
moved to our area from Charleston in 1890. He settled along
the Peace River near Cleveland, where several companies
were in business dredging up pebble phosphate from the
riverbed. Once dredged, the phosphate was dried and moved
by boat to Boca Grande, where it would be loaded onto large
ships. Brown was a skilled carpenter and found work
maintaining the dredges, work boats, and tug boats that kept
the industry moving.

Before too long, the phosphate industry changed. Phosphate
was discovered elsewhere, and shipping from Charlotte
Harbor began to move by train; consequently, many of the
small boats Brown worked on were no longer being used. By
1916, Brown had launched a new career when he purchased land along the Peace River to build his own
shipyard, Cleveland Marine Steam Ways. The steam way took off. It soon became the largest shipyard in
Southwest Florida, building, outfitting and refurbishing all sizes of steamboats, schooners, barges, and even
the yachts that brought tourists in the winter.

Brown made his fortune running the steam way, and his business
was vital to the economic development of our community. We
asked Dr. Martha Bireda, Executive Director of the Blanchard
House Museum of African American History and Culture, why
Brown is such an important part of our community’s story. She
told us that remarkably, both black and white workers were hired
to work side by side at the steam way, and Brown paid blacks and
whites the same wages for the same work--quite unusual in the
era of segregation!

“George Brown, an African American who employed both whites
and blacks, is said to be Florida’s first equal opportunity employer.
Old timers who worked for him reported no racial friction existed
between blacks and whites,” Dr. Bireda notes. “Considering the
racial terrorism occurring in nearby cities and the rest of the
South, the fact that George Brown was allowed to be a major
businessman and employer is most significant.”

George Brown holds a neighbor child

A schooner undergoing maintenance at
Cleveland Marine SteamWays



Eventually, Brown became one of the richest men in
the area. “He was said to own half of Punta Gorda,”
Dr. Bireda shared. When Charlotte County was
established in 1921, Punta Gorda became the new
county seat. As the only property owner with a large
enough lot, Brown sold land along Taylor Street to
the county to build the first Charlotte County
courthouse. The Punta Gorda Herald reported that
he was paid $25,000.

In his day, Brown was an important part of
community life. He was respectfully referred to as
“Mr.” Brown, and he was known to be a fixture in

Maxwell’s drugstore, where he read the paper and ate ice cream. Once, when the town of Punta Gorda ran
out of money, Brown was asked to help out by paying his taxes early!

Of course, even Punta Gorda’s uncommon racial unity only went
so far. Sadly, Dr. Bireda notes, “When George Brown built a large
home on the waterfront, befitting his stature in the community,
there developed a resentment that forced Brown to build a more
modest home nearby.” Still, “Brown’s business was never
vandalized. This was, and is, important to the area and speaks to a
consciousness focused on mutual prosperity and allowed anyone,
white or black, to work for a black man—a definite ‘no-no’ under
Jim Crow custom.”

Today, George Brown is finally getting the honor he deserves. A
mural celebrating his legacy is located on the grounds of the old
courthouse. Recently restored, the 2016 mural was commissioned
by the Punta Gorda Historic Mural Society and painted by artist
Michael Vires. Visitors to the old courthouse can also learn more about Brown’s life by viewing the on-site
exhibit produced by the Blanchard House Museum. Discover more local history at the Blanchard House
Museum of African American History and Culture at 406 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Punta Gorda.

The original Charlotte County courthouse, built in 1928
on lots purchased from Brown

George Brown’s house on Cleveland Avenue,
prior to its destruction by Hurricane Charley in 2004

“The Life and Times of George Brown,” by Michael Vires. Two panels, 7’ h x 10.75’ w each.
Photos courtesy of the Punta Gorda Historic Mural Society.

http://www.blanchardhousemuseum.org/
http://www.blanchardhousemuseum.org/
https://puntagordamurals.org/


Contemporary Romance by Black Authors
In honor of Black History month and Valentine’s Day, here are some of our

favorite romanceswritten by Black authors.

While WeWere Dating, by Jasmine Guillory | Ben Stephens has never bothered with serious
relationships. He has plenty of casual dates to keep him busy, family drama he's trying to ignore, and his
advertising job to focus on. When Ben lands a huge ad campaign featuring movie star Anna Gardiner,
however, it's hard to keep it purely professional. Anna is not just gorgeous and sexy, she's also down-to-
earth and considerate, and he can't help flirting a little... Anna Gardiner is on a mission: to make herself a
household name, and this ad campaign will be a great distraction while she waits to hear if she's booked
her next movie. However, she didn't expect Ben Stephens to be her biggest distraction.

How to Catch a Queen, by Alyssa Cole | An arranged marriage leads to unexpected desire in
the first book of Alyssa Cole's Runaway Royals series. When Shanti Mohapi weds the king of Njaza, her
dream of becoming a queen finally comes true. But it's nothing like she imagined. Shanti and her
husband may share an immediate and powerful attraction, but her subjects see her as an outsider, and
everything she was taught about being the perfect wife goes disastrously wrong.

The Dating Playbook, by Farrah Rochon |When it comes to personal training, Taylor Powell
kicks serious butt. Unfortunately, her bills are piling up, rent is due, and the money situation is dire.
Taylor needs more than the support of her new best friends, Samiah and London. She needs a miracle.
And Jamar Dixon might just be it. The oh-so-fine former pro athlete wants back into the game, and he
wants Taylor to train him. There's just one catch--no one can know what they're doing. But when they're
accidentally outed as a couple, Taylor's plan is turned completely upside down. Is Jamar just playing to
win ... or is he playing for keeps?

There’s more where that came from! Visit this link for a more comprehensive list of authors:
https://bit.ly/BlackRomanceAuthors

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Dwhile+we+were+dating+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dguillory+&h=1
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Tech Tips: The cloudLibrary
Looking for eBooks and eAudiobooks?

You can find over 245,000 titles in the cloudLibrary!

If you enjoy reading on your mobile device, you’ve probably tried the
cloudLibrary. This month, we’ll answer your frequently asked questions.

Why does Charlotte County use the cloudLibrary instead of Overdrive?
While Overdrive is a popular platform for a library’s eBooks, the cloudLibrary offers benefits that Overdrive
cannot. Most importantly, we can participate in the cloudLibrary’s Florida Link group, where 29 libraries in
Florida share our eBook collections with each other. This is why we have so many titles for you to check out!
Without this group, we would not be able to afford a collection even a fraction of this size.

Aren’t eBooks cheaper than print books? Why can’t we buy them all?
The price you’d pay for an eBook is much less than the cost a library pays
because publishers know we’ll share them far and wide. The library paid an
average of $36 per eBook last year. In comparison, we paid about $15 per
item in our physical collection. Consider James Patterson’s new release,
Steal. The physical book will cost the library about $17, while the eBook will
cost $65 per copy! If you choose to buy a copy of the eBook yourself, you’ll
probably only pay $12—but you won’t be able to pass it on when you’re
done. We expect Stealwill cost us about $2.17 per reader.

I know I’ve read this eBook before! Why can’t I find it now?
Even at that high cost, libraries don’t get to keep these books forever. On the assumption that print books
wear out and need to be purchased again, most publishers restrict how long we can keep an eBook. Some
books expire after 1 or 2 years. Other books can only be checked out a limited number of times before they
expire. If more patrons want to read the book, we have to purchase it again. This is another reason the Florida
Link group is so valuable—the library can share the cost of maintaining a popular and extensive collection.

Florida Link books work a little differently. Our patrons take priority for any items our library purchases. Other
libraries’ users cannot place holds on items we have purchased; they are only able to check out what is
currently available. This works both ways, so if an item is owned by another library and checked out, you won’t
be able to see it until it is available again.

Can I search all the cloudLibrary eBooks in the
catalog on the library’s website?
The best way to view all the items available to
borrow is through the cloudLibrary app.
Searching in the app pulls in all the items that
are available to check out from our Link partner
libraries. Only those titles Charlotte County has
purchased are visible in our library catalog.

Did you know…
• You can have 4 items checked out and 4 on hold at

a time. You can renew an item 3 days before it is
due if one else has placed it on hold.

• Find curated shelves in the app, including staff
picks and new additions, under Featured. Or
choose All to browse by genre.

• You can turn on “Suggestions for library” in your
Filters. If the library orders the item you suggest, it
will automatically be placed on hold for you!

https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/ccls/Featured?media=all&src=lib
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/ccls/Featured?media=all&src=lib
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/ccls/Browse
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/ccls/Featured
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/ccls/Featured?media=all&src=lib


Cooking for Two
Rebecca Warbis’s The Date Night Cookbook offers creative ideas for themed date
nights in. We tried recipes from the chapter titled, ‘All Dressed Up, Nowhere to Go.”

Chargrilled
Vegetable Salad
2 zucchini
1 red pepper
8 vine tomatoes
2 garlic cloves, crushed
1 eggplant
handful black olives
1 tbsp white wine vinegar
3 tbsp olive oil
salt and pepper
crumbled feta cheese
handful sundried tomatoes

Slice zucchini lengthways with a potato peeler to make ribbons.

Slice the red pepper, then dry-fry with zucchini in a pan until

charred. Scatter tomatoes, garlic, zucchini, and pepper onto a

greased baking tray. Slice the eggplant and olives and add to

tray. Drizzle with vinegar and oil. Sprinkle with salt and pepper.

Bake at 355 degrees for 15 minutes until sizzling. Top with feta

cheese and sundried tomatoes.

“Don’t let the UK terminology make you nervous. This
recipe was easy and delicious.”— Tina, I.T. Coordinator

Fine Dining Steak
6 new potatoes
4 tbsp olive oil
bunch rosemary,
chopped
salt and pepper
2 beef steaks
small knob butter
1 garlic clove, crushed
spinach salad, to serve

Chop the potatoes into

½ inch cubes. Boil for 5 minutes, drain, and pat dry.

Fry in 2 tbsp oil for 15 minutes until brown and

crispy. When the potatoes look cooked, add

chopped rosemary, salt, and pepper. Massage the

steaks with butter and crushed garlic. Fry in 2 tbsp

oil with salt, pepper, and chopped rosemary until

cooked to your preference. Serve with salad.

“My date loved this steak. It was just as good
as you’d have in a restaurant.”—Claire, Tech

Sweethearts’ Caramel Pears
4 pears, peeled Boil the pears in a quart of boiling water. Stir in sugar,

1 ¾ cups soft brown sugar cardamom, cinnamon sticks, & vanilla. Cook for about 30

4 cardamom pods minutes then remove pears & set aside. Continue to boil the

2 cinnamon sticks liquid for about 25 minutes until it thickens like honey.

1 tsp vanilla Remove the spices. Drizzle mixture over the pears and serve

whipped cream with whipped cream.

“Very tasty! I left out the cardamom pods and it was still great.”— Michele, Librarian

More Perfectly Portioned Recipes

These tasty titles are also perfect for date night:
• Dinner Just for Two, by Christina Lane
• Taste of Home Valentine’s Mini Binder
• Sweet & Simple: Dessert for Two, by Christina Lane

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Ddate+night+cookbook+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dwarbis+&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:192391/one?qu=TITLE%3Dvalentine%27s+mini+binder&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:78786/one?qu=TITLE%3Ddinner+just+for+two&qu=AUTHOR%3Dlane&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:68513/one?qu=TITLE%3Dsweet+and+simple+dessert+for+two&qu=AUTHOR%3Dlane&h=1
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https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:192391/one?qu=TITLE%3Dvalentine%27s+mini+binder&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:68513/one?qu=TITLE%3Dsweet+and+simple+dessert+for+two&qu=AUTHOR%3Dlane&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Ddate+night+cookbook+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dwarbis+&h=1


Staff Picks
The Second Life of Mirielle West, by Amanda Skenandore |
“Based on the true story of America’s only leper colony, The Second Life of
Mirielle West brings to life the Louisiana institution known as Carville, where
thousands of people were branded as lepers and forcibly quarantined.
Mirielle West, a 1920’s socialite married to a silent film star, lives a glamorous
Hollywood life. But when a doctor notices a pale patch of skin on her hand,
she’s immediately branded a leper and carted hundreds of miles from home
to the colony. At first Mirielle hopes her exile will be brief, but those sent to
Carville are more prisoners than patients, and their disease has no cure.
Instead she must find community and purpose within its walls. The book
was an uplifting story of Mirielle’s transformation from self-seeking to
serving others. I enjoyed the depth of relationships she established with
fellow patients.” — Rebecca Lipker, Library Technician

Atomic Habits, by James Clear | “This book is better than many other
self-improvement books that I’ve read in the past. The techniques are easy
to understand, and the author helps to prepare the reader for the ‘Why
aren’t I seeing results yet?!’ mindset that typically ends in failure. Clear
explains that success is the result of daily habits, not huge transformations,
and says to simply aim for 1% improvement every day. He advises us to think
about the person that you want to become rather than setting a goal. Your
identity will emerge from your habits; every action is a vote for the person
that you wish to become. ” — Tina Rankin, I.T. Coordinator

Light From Uncommon Stars, by Ryka Aoki | “Light From
Uncommon Stars deals with the devil, cursed violins, a trans violin student,
and a sapphic romance between a violin teacher and a donut shop owner
who also happens to be an alien. That sounds like a convoluted mess, but
author Ryka Aoki makes it somehow work together. A wonderful, found
family story is the result. It’s perfect for fans of Neil Gaimen’s Good Omens
and Becky Chambers’s Wayfarers series. You don’t have to be a fan of
science fiction to be a fan of this story. It was my favorite book of 2021.”

— Michael Hockensen Jr., Library Technician

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Dmirielle+west+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dskenandore+&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Datomic+habits+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dclear+&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:200802/one?qu=TITLE%3Dlight+from+uncommon+stars&qu=AUTHOR%3Daoki&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Dmirielle+west+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dskenandore+&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:200802/one?qu=TITLE%3Dlight+from+uncommon+stars&qu=AUTHOR%3Daoki&h=1
https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=&qu=TITLE%3Datomic+habits+&qu=AUTHOR%3Dclear+&h=1
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